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ceremony will take place in the girl's house and the
husband will live in his wife's house with the wife's
parents. In addition to the general wedding cere-
mony, the girl's parents will sign a contract with the
boy's parents, similar to that of adoption of a son and
witnessed by their clansmen. The child of their
daughter will take their surname and continue their
descent. There are twelve such cases in this village,
This number is significant if we take into consideration
that there are relatively few cases of sonless parents
and that the practice of late engagement is rare. When
there is still hope for the parents to get a boy themselves,
they will not arrange such a marriage. But if after the
marriage, they got a boy, as seen in one case, the
accomplished fact will continue to be valid. It is a
generally accepted institution and has been legalized in
the civil code.1
In the above-mentioned cases, the patrilineal
principle of descent is obliterated and the marriage
institution is modified. It shows that the problem of
inheritance and descent should be viewed as a part of
the reciprocal relation between the two generations:
the transmission of property on the one hand and the
obligation of supporting the old on the other. The
obligation of the young to support the old is maintained
not by legal force alone but by human affection.
Owing to the tie of affection and economic security of
the old, they prefer an adopted son from outside to an
appointed heir among the kindred, and modify the
patrilineal principle to adopt a son-in-law. The
obligation of the young does not end when the old
are dead. The care of the tomb and offering sacrifice
to ancestor spirits are a part of this reciprocal relation.
1 Code Nos. 1,000, 1,002, 1,059, and 1,060.

